
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

June 29, 2020 
M I N U T E S  

 

Present: James Kelly, Jeanne Dietsch, Bill Kennedy, Laura Gingras, Jerry Galus, 
Megan Suokko, Andy Peterson and Karen Hatcher, Community and Economic 
Development Coordinator  

Also Present: Laura Norton and Danica Melone, Office of Planning and Building 

Chair Kelly called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m.   

Minutes: 

A motion was made/seconded (Gingras/Galus) to approve the Minutes of June 1, 
2020 with all in favor. 

Broadband Update:  

Ms. Melone gave a brief update noting an RFP that had gone out just about two 
weeks ago. She noted that the Town of Peterborough was currently accepting 
proposals to provide broadband access (as defined by RSA 3838 I c) to the 
remaining parts of the town that are currently underserved or unserved all together. 
Funds for this project area available under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act. 

Ms. Melone went on to review the process where (1) a vendor may come to the 
town and the two would move forward together or (2) an RFP is accepted the state 
level and the town is included in that coverage. She noted feedback has been 
receive by three vendors: Comcast, Consolidated Communications and TCC 
Skywire “but we have nothing official” she said adding, “we’ll just keep our 
fingers crossed.” 

When Ms. Dietsch asked about completing the federal and state requirements by 
December 21st Ms. Melone replied, “we have followed the federal requirements” 
and a brief guidelines discussion followed.  

Mr. Kennedy asked where the information may be found with Ms. Melone 
replying the RFP and public documents were listed on the town’s website. Mr. 
Kelly asked about towns that have already passed a bond for broadband (for 
example, Dublin) with Ms. Hatcher replying, “if they have already passed a bond 
they are out of luck, for whatever reasons, our timing was perfect.” “Is there 
anything else for the EDA to do?” asked Mr. Kelly with Ms. Melone replying, “no 
not right now, we’ll have to wait and see.” 
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Marketing Committee Update: 

Mr. Kennedy noted he did not have much to report but noted participation on Our 
Town Together via Zoom has been successful. (Our Town Together is an effort by 
the Office of  Community Development to tell stories of people and organizations 
here in Out Town who demonstrate the spirit of the community and bring 
#ourtowntogether). He then inquired about the nominations for Community 
Profiles. 

Citing recent events, Black Lives Matter demonstrations and the Covid 19 
pandemic Ms. Hatcher told the Members that the community event seems to have 
been enveloped and eclipsed. “It happens” she said adding “we’ll look for another 
opening but for right now we’ll see how it goes. We will push this out a bit giving 
the current events a chance to run their course and then start over with a limited 
audience.” When asked how many submissions had been received Ms. Hatcher 
replied, “less than a dozen.” Ms. Gingras suggested the Members give some 
thought and outreach into nominations and Mr. Kennedy noted “four or so 
(nominees) in the hopper, but I am not sure of the best time to do it.” Chair Kelly 
asked where nominations should be directed with Ms. Hatcher replying 
suggestions for nominations could be submitted to the EDA website. 

Phase II Re-Opening Update: 

Ms. Hatcher noted currently the town has one reported Covid case but hopefully 
that statistic would be reduced to zero by Wednesday. She noted Monday morning 
meetings with Taylor Caswell, Commissioner of the Department of Business and 
Economic Affairs in New Hampshire regarding economic developments around 
the state and reopening of the state’s economy.  

Ms. Hatcher briefly reviewed the CARES Act and noted potential funds for 
Chambers of Commerce in the state.  
 

Ms. Dietsch noted she had heard some disconcerting news about the Monadnock 
Paper Mill. After a brief discussion Mr. Galus noted he would reach out to his 
contact at the paper mill. 

Ms. Gingras spoke briefly about a promotional idea for an informational personal 
protection equipment (PPE) poster to be displayed at local businesses as well as a 
joint effort with the Rotary Club to have a mascot for a safe summer which 
includes mask giveaways and information on PPE and social distancing. 
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“It is more of an ambassador effort rather than beating people over the head with 
the information” she said. Ms. Hatcher also noted networking efforts with the 
Chamber of Commerce as well as Zoom meetings every two weeks with Lee Davis 
on small business growth and networking. “People working together and helping 
each other” she said. Chair Kelly noted several of the non-profits in town were 
doing well thanks to the support of the federal, state and local governments. 

New Business: 

Chair Kelly asked Mr. Peterson to give the Members an update on the current 
housing market and affordable housing. Mr. Peterson gave a brief report on the 
market as well as what he described as a conflict for him as a realtor when dealing 
with opportunities for affordable housing.  

Mr. Peterson identified two parcels of land int town that were prime candidates for 
creating affordable housing. He went on to describe the parcels as an 8-acre lot on 
Evans Road and a 7-acre lot on Mercer Avenue. “They are both walkable to town 
and have Internet service and town water and sewer” he said. Mr. Peterson briefly 
reviewed Community Block Grant opportunities and advocacy roles in pushing 
forward. He noted the upcoming Town Meeting and the Citizen’s Petition to 
abolish the Traditional Neighborhood Development Ordinance (TNZ I), density 
issues and zoning and building codes. “You have to work with the land you have” 
he said adding “I don’t want to get out over my skis on this but I hope people 
understand the process and produce clean, viable (owned) housing for people in a 
price range that is affordable.” Mr. Peterson concluded by noting the housing and 
rental inventories were low and demand high. “It is a time for homeowners to sell 
the one they have to get the one they want.” 
 

Other Business: None 

Next Meeting: 

Monday, July 27, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Laura Norton  

Office of Community Development  
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